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Apartments, shops planned for complex rebuild of historic but
blighted CT landmark
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The Church Corners Inn on East Hartford's Main Street in 2023.
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After more than a decade as a rundown rooming house and the last three years boarded up and empty, the historic
Church Corners Inn in East Hartford could be on its way to revival as a 24-unit apartment building with ground-floor
shops.

A developer is moving closer to gutting and renovating the 112-year-old Main Street landmark to create 18
one-bedroom apartments and six studio apartments.

If the project advances, construction would begin in the new year and be completed sometime in 2028,
according to town officials. It would convert what had been a notorious magnet for petty crime and drug
deals into modern, mostly market-rate housing in the heart of East Hartford's center.

"We are one step closer to redeveloping an important property on our Main Street as we work to revitalize
East Hartford's downtown," Mayor Connor Martin said Tuesday.

Parker Benjamin, a Farmington-based company that specializes in historic redevelopments, would acquire
the town-owned building for under $100,000 and undertake what is considered a particularly challenging
renovation.

Most of the floors and walls would be taken out along with the outdated electrical, plumbing and heating
systems. But the state government is considering historic preservation tax credits for the project, and to
qualify for that, Parker Benjamin may need to retain some interior windows and door trims and other historic
details.

Christopher Williams Architects LLC, which is working with Parker Benjamin, planned to present its design to
the town's planning and zoning commission on Wednesday night. If a special permit is approved, the project
would advance in 2026.



"The town has been working for over a year with the developer to see that the new Church Corners Inn
provides market-rate and affordable housing while retaining the important architectural integrity of the
building," Development director Eileen Buckheit said.

It was almost three years ago that East Hartford bought the derelict building and relocated remaining tenants.

For years, nearby businesses complained that it had attracted fights, panhandling and low-grade drug deals,
while police reported that the address - 860 Main St. - was the source of a hugely disproportionate number
of calls for crimes, overdoses, profane screaming matches, late-night noise and vandalism. Local officials
complained that customers of a bar and restaurant in the building were creating much of the trouble.

Situated on Main Street at the corner of Connecticut Boulevard, the inn occupies a centerpiece site in
downtown and is just down the road from the library and the post office.

Parker Benjamin's plan is to rebuild the second, third and fourth floors to hold 24 apartments, including two
set aside at state-certified affordable rates. The first floor would be used for two commercial spaces; details
about those have not been completed.

The Church Corners Inn debuted as a hotel and hosted a series of restaurants including a steakhouse over
the years. Local history enthusiasts were dismayed when the town discuss demolishing the building in 2023,
and are hoping the restoration preserves its heritage.
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